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Find us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/stantonstreetcsa 

 Follow us on Twitter! @stantonstcsa  
For truck updates, news, and more! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Windflower Farm is inviting 
CSA members to an overnight 
Open House weekend trip from 
August 25-26.  More details soon! 

 
Letter from Farmer Ted 

Still no rain.  There was some 
chance of rainfall in today’s forecast, 
but, so far, it has not materialized.  We 
have received perhaps half an inch of 
rain in the last five or six weeks.  (A 
quarter-inch fell last week, but most of 
the rain went south of us.) And this in 
the hottest year-to-date ever recorded.  
Last year we were grateful not to live 
on a river, this year I imagine river 
bottom farms are much better off.  Our 
big pond out back is now very low.  No 
matter how much irrigation equipment 
we have, it is worthless without water 
in our ponds.  Half the farm – the back 
half - is now at risk.  We have begun 
rationing.  Our front fields are irrigated 
by two wells, one of them very deep, 
and they seem to be holding up, but 
water demand is very high, and rainfall 
will be needed soon if they are to be 
replenished.  Same news, different 
week, I know, but the extreme weather 
more than anything else has come to 
define this season.  Is this to be the new 
normal on our warming planet? I hope 
not. And the irrigating goes on (and on, 
and on). 

On a more positive note, tomatoes 
are kicking in, good looking cucumber 
and zucchini patches are starting, 
peppers and eggplants are developing 
nicely, beans are looking abundant, a 
summer broccoli crop looks really good 
and the onion crop, which we’ll harvest 
beginning this week, appears excellent. 

Farm open house: August 25-26.  
Camping encouraged, B&Bs nearby.  
Kids very welcome.  Potluck dinner, 
barn dance and campfire on Saturday.   

 continued on page 2 

Widespread 
Drought Is Likely 

to Worsen 
Excerpt from The New York Times, by 

John Eligon (July 19, 2012) 
 

The drought that has settled over 
more than half of the continental 
United States this summer is the most 
widespread in more than half a century. 
And it is likely to grow worse. 

The latest outlook released by the 
National Weather Service on Thursday 
forecasts increasingly dry conditions 
over much of the nation’s breadbasket, 
a development that could lead to higher 
food prices and shipping costs as well 
as reduced revenues in areas that count 
on summer tourism. About the only 
relief in sight was tropical activity in the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Southeast that 
could bring rain to parts of the South. 

The unsettling prospects come at a 
time of growing uncertainty for the 
country’s economy. With evidence 
mounting of a slowdown in the 
economic recovery, this new blow from 
the weather is particularly ill-timed. 

Already some farmers are 
watching their cash crops burn to the 
point of no return. Others have been 
cutting their corn early to use for feed, 
a much less profitable venture. 

“It really is a crisis. I don’t think 
we’ve ever seen anything like this in my 
lifetime,” Gov. Pat Quinn of Illinois 
said after touring ravaged farms in the 
southern part of the state. 

The government has declared one-
third of the nation’s counties — 1,297 
of them across 29 states — federal 
disaster areas as a result of the drought, 
which will allow farmers to apply for 
low-interest loans to get them through 
the disappointing growing season. 

“It’s got the potential to be the 
worst drought we’ve ever had in 

Arkansas,” said Butch Calhoun, the 
state’s secretary of agriculture. “It’s 
going to be very detrimental to our 
economy.” 

What is particularly striking about 
this dry spell is its breadth. Fifty-five 
percent of the continental United States 
— from California to Arkansas, Texas 
to North Dakota — is under moderate 
to extreme drought, according to the 
government, the largest such area since 
December 1956. An analysis released 
on Thursday by the United States 
Drought Monitor showed that 88 
percent of corn and 87 percent of 
soybean crops in the country were in 
drought-stricken regions, a 10 percent 
jump from a week before. Corn and 
soybean prices reached record highs on 
Thursday, with corn closing just over 
$8.07 a bushel and soybeans trading as 
high as $17.49. 

As of Sunday, more than half of 
the corn in seven states was in poor or 
very poor condition, according to the 
Department of Agriculture. In 
Kentucky, Missouri and Indiana, that 
figure is above 70 percent. Over all, 
only 31 percent of the nation’s corn is 
in good to excellent condition, 
compared with 66 percent at the same 
time last year. 

“We’re expecting significant 
reductions in production potential 
yield, potential for corn and soybeans 
in particular,” said Brad Rippey, a 
meteorologist with the Department of 
Agriculture. 

The withering corn has increased 
feed prices and depleted available 
feeding land, putting stress on cattle 
farmers. A record 54 percent of pasture 
and rangeland — where cattle feed or 
where hay is harvested for feeding — 
was in poor or very poor condition, 
according to the Department of 
Agriculture. Many farmers have been 
forced to sell their animals. 

Because feed can account for  
- continued on page 2 



COMMUNITY NOTES … 
 
NEXT WEEK’S VOLUNTEERS 
(current as of Wednesday, 7/25) 
The volunteering policy is 2 shifts per share, 
no matter how many members are sharing 
it.  We need more folks for the early shift 
next week.  Please sign up! 
 
August 2, Early Shift (4:45-6:15pm): 
B. Wyskida, S. Bradley 
 
August 2, Closing Shift (6:30-8:00pm):   
C. Abram, K. Zadrozny, K. Ryan,  
S. Koncsol 
 
COMPOST POLICY 
Kitchen scraps can be brought to our 
compost bin during CSA distribution time 
only.  Leaving kitchen scraps around the 
garden or inside the gate during off hours 
is not acceptable. 
 
DONATE PLASTIC BAGS 
Please make it a point to bring your own 
bags every week for pick-up.  The CSA 
does not provide plastic bags.  
 
GREEN PRODUCE BAGS AVAILABLE 
We have so many this season.  3 for $2.00! 

 
-from Letter from Farmer Ted, page 1 

A big farm breakfast, farm tours and the 
county fair on Sunday.  More details to 
come.  Please join us and see where 
your vegetables, eggs and flowers come 
from! 

This week you’ll be getting the last 
of our kohlrabi and scallions, your 
choice of Swiss chard, kale and/or 
collards, broccoli or broccolini, 
depending on your site, yellow onions, 
summer squashes or zucchinis, green 
cabbage and tomatoes.  Lettuces won’t 
be back on the harvest list until next 
week, when we’ll also have most of the 
above crops, along with a few new 
cooking greens options, and a growing 
list of summer vegetables.  Several of 
you tried the collards-wrapped 
enchiladas and wrote to tell me how 
good they were.  We’ve been wrapping 
all kinds of foods in collards since trying 
last week’s recipe.  This week’s recipe 
features Swiss chard. 
The Stanton Street Harvest is published weekly by 
and for members of the Stanton Street CSA.  
Big thanks to Eamon Foley, Assistant Editor.    
Thanks to Kevin Walter for his advice and 
guidance.  Please send questions, recipes, 
letters to the editor, comments or other 
contributions:  
StantonStreetCSANewsletter@gmail.com. 

CHARD WITH RAISINS & PECANS 
from Wild About Greens by Nava Atlas, provided 

by Farmer Ted 
 

10-12 ounces chard 
1 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil 
3-4 cloves garlic, minced 
¼ cup marsala, or other dry red wine 
1/3 cup raisins 
1 tbsp. capers (optional) 
salt and freshly ground pepper to taste 
1/3 to ½ cup finely chopped pecans 

Cut the leaves away from the stems, slice 
thinly.  Stack a few leaves at a time and cut 
into half-inch ribbons.  Chop the ribbons 
here and there to shorten them.  Heat the oil 
in a skillet.  Add the garlic and sauté over 
low heat until golden.  Add the wine and as 
much chard as will fit into the pan.  Cover 
and let the greens wilt down.  Add more 
chard until it is all in the pan.  Cook until the 
leaves are tender, about 5 minutes.  Stir in 
the raisins and capers, then add the salt and 
pepper.  Scatter the pecans over the top and 
serve immediately. 
 
Consider serving this concoction over soft 
polenta or grains, but I think it’s delicious just 
on its own.  This recipe also works with kale, 
collard greens and spinach. 

 
THIN-SLICED SUMMER SQUASH SHOWERED 

WITH HERBS 
from Local Flavors by Deborah Madison 

 
 

2 pounds summer squash, sliced 1/4 thick 
3 tablespoons olive oil 
1/2 cup simmering water 
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 
1/2 cup parsley, chopped 
2 tablespoons fresh basil, marjoram, or oregano, 

chopped 

Heat oil in skillet, add squash and cook over 
medium-low heat, flipping over every 3 – 4 
minutes until tender and golden, about 20 
minutes total. Add the water and continue 
cooking until none remains. Season with salt 
and pepper and shower the herbs over all. 
Slide onto a platter and serve. 

 
 

- from Widespread Drought, page 1 
nearly half of a cattle farmer’s costs, 
consumers could see a rise in the price of 
meat and dairy products, experts said. 
The high sustained heat has led the key 
components in milk, like fat and protein, 
to plummet more than usual, said Chris 
Galen, a spokesman for National Milk 
Producers Federation. 

“This is due to cows eating less dry 
matter, and drinking more water ... which 
tends to thin out the resulting milk 
output,” he said in an e-mail. “So, if 
you’re a cheese maker, you need to use a 
little more milk to get the same volume of 
cheese output.” 

Still, this year’s drought is not 
expected to be as rough on Midwestern 
agriculture as the one in 1988. Corn yields 
were 22 percent under trend that year, 
and this year the Department of 
Agriculture is projecting yields 11 percent 
under trend — “though that could 
change in August,” said Joseph W. 
Glauber, the department’s chief 
economist. 

Many also believe that farmers are 
better situated this year to handle the 
impact of a drought than they were two 
decades ago. More than 80 percent of  

corn and soybeans are estimated to be 
insured, Mr. Glauber said. 

Last year, crop insurers paid a 
record $11 billion in indemnity 
payments, and that “should serve as a 
good model for what farmers can 
expect this year,” Tom Zacharias, the 
president of National Crop Insurance 
Services, said in a news release. 

But the impact of this drought 
has extended beyond farming. In 
Missouri, the torrid conditions have 
sparked forest fires that resemble the 
types of wildfires seen in the West. 
Already, 117 wildfires have burned in 
Missouri’s Mark Twain National 
Forest, a record-setting pace. 
Conditions have been so dry that 
there was a report of hay in a barn 
combusting on its own. 

Meanwhile, water levels are 
falling in town reservoirs as well as 
major waterways like the Mississippi 
and Ohio Rivers. Barge and towboat 
operators have been reducing the size 
of their loads because of the low 
water. This means shipping operators 
have had to take more trips, 
increasing transportation costs that 
could be passed on to consumers. 


